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MESSAGE NOTES

Follow my example, as | follow the example of Christ - 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NIV)

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. - Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV)

Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character. - 1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV)

Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against
your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. - 1 Peter 2:11-12, 21 (NIV)

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in
his steps. - 1 Peter 2:21 (NIV)

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the
word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking

at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they
will be blessed in what they do. - James 1:22-25 (NIV)

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | now live in the body, |
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. - Galatians 2:20 (NIV)

Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but | press on to take hold of
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have
taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, | press
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

- Philippians 3:12-14 (NIV)

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed
of their slander. For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

-1 Peter 3:15-17 (NIV)
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Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of
Man?” - John 9:35 (NIV)

Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you. - Colossians 3:13 (NIV)

“Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?”
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. - 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 (NIV)

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the
Lord Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing
that there will not be room enough to store it. | will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines
in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. - Malachi 3:10-11 (NIV)

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can | do for you before | am taken from you?”
“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied. - 2 Kings 2:9 (NIV)

Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech,
in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. - 1 Timothy 4:12 (NIV)

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, - Matthew 28:19 (NIV)
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MESSAGE SUMMARY

We are all called to be Jesus’ disciples. Being a disciple means that we take our belief in God and we
turn it into tangible action. A disciple is always learning, adapting and looking for ways to serve his

God and he/she does not allow anything to break that relationship. And, a committed disciple always
looks for ways to multiply themselves into others.



— oL _j i

FFERENT ==

SWIMMING AGAINST THE CURRENT

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Use as many or as few of these questions as are helpful for your group or family discussion.

Discussion Starter: What do you think is the reason why God placed you on this earth?

Who are the people who made the biggest impact on your life?

What would be one area of your spiritual life that you would like to change or improve?

Who comes to mind as someone you need to forgive or ask for forgiveness?

What would you do/change if you knew this was going to be your last day alive?

There is only one of you - there will never be another: What would you like to leave behind when the
Lord calls you home? Legacy?
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