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Four Courageous Postures of the Heart:

You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a
woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.
— 1 Peter 3:7 (NAS)

But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.
— 2 Corinthians 4.7 (ESV)

You husbands likewise, live with your wives ... 1 Peter 3:7 (NAS)
A Posture of Presence: Live with her by being there in your full person

Opposite: Being absent in mind or in body
You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an.understanding way, ... — 1 Peter 3:7 (NAS)
A Posture of Curiosity: Understand her by asking questions and listening

Opposite: Silent indifference

You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a
woman, and grant her honor ... — 1 Peter 3:7 (NAS)

A Posture of Honor: Show her honor by speaking well of her and valuing her
Opposite: Sarcasm and Criticism

You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a
woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life ... — 1 Peter 3:7 (NAS)

A Posture of Partnership: Treat her as a partner in both faith and life
Opposite: Treat her like a servant

.. S0 that your prayers may not be hindered. — 1 Peter 3:7 (NAS)
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MESSAGE SUMMARY

In 1 Peter 3:7, Peter shows how the posture of our heart shapes our relationships. It's easy to drift into
being closed off (distant, critical, or disengaged) but God calls us to live with an open heart before
Him and others. This looks like four courageous postures: presence, curiosity, honor, and partnership.
These aren't just actions, they flow from a heart that has received God’s grace. As we experience His
forgiveness through Christ, we are able to extend that same grace to others. An open heart doesn't
just transform our relationships; it deepens our relationship with God.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Use as many or as few of these questions as are helpful for your group or family discussion.

Discussion Starter: Why do you think Peter specifically directed this verse to husbands, even
though the principles can apply to everyone?

Read 1 Peter 3:7. What does it look like to live with understanding in your closest relationships,
and why is that so important in marriage?

The call to be present is clear in this passage. Where are you most tempted to be physically
present but emotionally absent? How can you take one step toward greater presence this week,
especially in marriage if you are married?

Peter calls husbands to understand their wives. For all of us, what does it practically look like to
grow in curiosity, ask questions, and truly listen instead of assuming or staying distant? Why is
this so important in marriage?

Grant her honor... Where do you see the difference between honoring someone and criticizing or
overlooking them? Why is this so critical in a marriage relationship? How can you intentionally
speak life into someone this week?

The passage points to being fellow heirs of the grace of life. How does remembering that you and
others equally receive God's grace change the way you treat people, especially in moments of
conflict? Why is this specifically important in marriage?

Peter says our relationships can impact our prayers in 1 Peter 3:7. Why do you think that is true?
Take a moment to reflect, and then as a group, pray for God to soften hearts, restore connection,
and strengthen the marriages around you, including your own if you are married.

E|ENCOUNTER

encounterlife.org



