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MESSAGE NOTES

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a 
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as 
of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. — Acts 2:1 – 4 (ESV)

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound 
the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own 
language. And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And 
how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?” — Acts 2:5– 8 (ESV)

“Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” And 
all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They 
are filled with new wine.” — Acts 2:9 – 13 (ESV)

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 
And all who believed were together and had all things in common. — Acts 2:42 – 44 (ESV)

And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being saved. — Acts 2:45 – 48 (ESV)

Life with Jesus is not about a place of comfort

Life with Jesus is about life change
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•	 How many various people groups and cultures are reflected in the text?

•	 Many of these groups had conflicts and territorial boundaries with each other. Many benefited 
from one another’s systems and trade. All of them were part of the extended Jewish world that 
God had made a covenant with.

•	 How might we, today, fail to live toward unity under the covenant of Jesus and instead concern 
ourselves only with the social and political frameworks of man?

•	 What does the idea of praying for a divine movement of the Holy Spirit in your life do in you?

•	 What if you prayed for a divine movement of the Holy Spirit in your life and it required you to 
change? Are you up for that?

•	 In a faith community, we get to create unity and alignment. How are you currently living out the 
mission of ENCOUNTER as part of the faith community? (Hint: You may need to know the mission 
statement to discuss this.)

•	 Often, we look to join groups and gatherings that allow us comfort. That is not the New Testament 
model. They formed groups and gatherings to confront injustice and live the way of Jesus through 
life change. How might your view of creating a group and the early disciples’ view be out of 
alignment?

•	 It’s clear from Scripture that the early disciples created opportunities to meet people’s needs. How 
is the group you are actively in doing this very thing?


