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MESSAGE NOTES

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m 
ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing 
we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great 
moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or 
else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, 
or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as 
a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing 
nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” 
— CS LEWIS

HISTORICAL FACTS ON CHRISTMAS

•	 First state: Alabama was the first state to officially recognize Christmas as a holiday in 1836.
•	 Last state: Oklahoma was the last state to officially recognize Christmas, doing so in 1907.
•	 Federal holiday: Christmas became a federal holiday in the United States in 1870.
•	 Early history: In Puritan New England, Christmas was once banned because it was considered too 

frivolous and pagan.
•	 First White House Christmas tree: The first Christmas tree in the White House was set up in 1856.
•	 From 1659 to 1681, the celebration of Christmas was actually outlawed in Boston.
•	 Eggnog: The first batch of eggnog in the U.S. was made in the 1607 Jamestown settlement.

NATIVITY FACTS ON CHRISTMAS
•	 Jesus wasn’t born on December 25. The Gospels give no date; the Dec 25 observance is a later 

tradition - to counter Christmas is celebrated on December 25th because the date was chosen 
to coincide with and replace pagan festivals, like the Roman winter solstice celebration of Sol 
Invictus.

•	 There’s no “innkeeper” in the text. Luke says there was “no place” in the kataluma (often “guest 
room”), not that an innkeeper turned them away.

•	 No stable is mentioned. The Bible mentions a manger but not a barn; the birth could have been in 
a home’s lower room or a cave.

•	 Animals aren’t listed. Nativity animals are implied by the manger but never named.
•	 Mary riding a donkey isn’t stated. The journey to Bethlehem is reported, but her mode of travel 

isn’t.
•	 It may not have been the first night they arrived. Luke says “while they were there, the time came,” 

suggesting some time passed before the birth.
•	 Angels aren’t said to “sing.” They appear to shepherds “praising God and saying…”; music is 

traditional, the verb is “saying”.



•	 Shepherds and Magi did not arrive together. Shepherds came the night of the birth (Luke 2:15–20); 
Magi came later to a house (Matthew 2:11).

•	 The Magi weren’t kings, and the Bible doesn’t say there were three. It names three gifts, not a 
headcount.

•	 The Magi visited a toddler, possibly months later. Herod targets boys two and under, fitting a later 
visit.

•	 Don’t forget the flight to Egypt. Often skipped in pageants, but central to Matthew’s account 
•	 Many scholars place Jesus’ birth between 6–4 BCE, probably 5 or 6 BCE.

"A person's perception depends upon his experience, upon his assumptions, categories of thinking, degree 
of sensitivity, environment and cultural atmosphere. A person will notice what he or she is conditioned to 
see. The prophet's perception was also conditioned by his experience of inspiration of the divine."
— Abraham Heschel, The Prophets 

HISTORICAL “SILENT PERIOD”

•	 333 BC: The Conquest of Alexander the Great: Alexander's conquest spread Greek language and 
culture throughout the region, a development that would make the later spread of the gospel 
easier.

•	  ~250 BC: The Septuagint: The Hebrew scriptures were translated into Greek, making them 
accessible to a wider Jewish population living in the diaspora.

•	  ~171–165 BC: The Maccabean Revolt: After Antiochus IV Epiphanes desecrated the Second 
Temple, a revolt began, led by Judas Maccabeus.

•	 164 BC: Temple Rededication (Hanukkah): The Jewish forces defeated the Syrians, rededicated 
the Temple, and established a period of Jewish independence that lasted until the Roman 
conquest.

•	 63 BC: Roman Conquest: The Roman general Pompey conquered Judea, ending Jewish 
independence and bringing the region under Roman authority.

•	 37 BC: Herod the Great Appointed King: Rome installed Herod the Great as a client king to rule 
over Judea.

Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; with a rod they strike the judge of Israel 
on the cheek. But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from 
ancient days. Therefore He shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then 
the rest of His brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And He shall stand and shepherd His flock in the 
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. And they shall dwell secure, for now H
e shall be great to the ends of the earth. — Micah 5:1 – 4 (ESV)



In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
Son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. — Luke 2:1 – 7 (ESV)

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” When the angels went away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” — Luke 2:13 – 15 (ESV)

And His father and His mother marveled at what was said about Him. And Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that 
is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced 
in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And 
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for 
the redemption of Jerusalem.
— Luke 2:33 – 38 (ESV)

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me 
— John 14:6 (ESV)

"Jesus did not come to establish a Christian Nation; He came to establish God’s Kingdom, a Kingdom where 
love peace & justice rule over all boundaries." — Henri Nouwen
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Use as many or as few of these questions as are helpful for your group or family discussion.

•	 What historical facts about Christmas surprised you?

•	 What details about the biblical Christmas story surprised you?

•	 How often do you connect the Old Testament to the Advent story?

•	 When you are waiting for Jesus to move, in what ways might you be missing what He is already 
doing?

•	 Where are you willing to be wrong about what you believe Jesus "should" be doing?

RESOURCES FOR ADDITIONAL TIME

A Walk One Winter Night by Al Andrews


