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ENGAGED IN OUR COMMUNITY AND WORLD.

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under
a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven."

— Matthew 5:14 - 16 (ESV)

* Shine His light in our world
“You are the light of the world ..." — Matthew 5:14 (ESV)
* Shine His light in our city

.. Acity set on a hill cannot be hidden. — Matthew 5:14 (ESV)

+ Shine His light in our homes

Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
— Matthew 5:15 (ESV)

« Shine His light for the Father’s glory in Heaven
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven. — Matthew 5:16 (ESV)
SHAPED BY THE SPIRIT

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from
one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. — 2 Corinthians 3:18 (ESV)
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This Sunday’s message focused on Jesus' call in Matthew 5:14-16 to live as His light, shining in our
homes, our city and our world for God’s glory. The church isn't a museum; it's an airport where we
gather so we can go. ENCOUNTER is committed to being Engaged in Our Community and World as we
love, serve and share the hope of Christ wherever He sends us. We shine like a “city on a hill” when we
step out as visible expressions of God’s love. But mission begins with formation. 2 Corinthians 3:18
reminds us that as we behold Jesus, the Spirit shapes us into His image. That's why we value being

Shaped by the Spirit because only the Spirit forms Christ in us. And now our mission is simply letting
that light shine through us.
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Use as many or as few of these questions as are helpful for your group or family discussion.

+ Discussion Starter: What's the brightest light you remember seeing? Maybe a spotlight, a sunrise,
fireworks, or a stadium light. What made it unforgettable?

* The early church didn’t turn Jesus’ tomb into a shrine because they were too busy living as if
He was alive. In what ways can Christians today drift into “shrine-building” instead of “Savior-
following™

* Read Matthew 5:14. Jesus doesn’t ask us to be light; He declares that we are the light of the world
through Him. Why does that identity invite us to be engaged in our community and world?

* Read Matthew 5:15. Jesus says no one lights a lamp and hides it. Where are you most tempted to
“hide your light” (at work, at home, at school, or in relationships), and why?

« Jesus says we are the light of the world. Who is one person in your world (neighborhood,
workplace, team, etc.) that God may be inviting you to pursue with love, presence, and
intentionality?

* Inyour home—our most consistent, behind-the-scenes environment—what does “putting the lamp
on its stand” look like in practical terms for you?

* Read 2 Corinthians 3:18. Which part of “beholding the glory of the Lord” resonates with you most—
worship, Scripture, prayer, community, obedience, or something else? Why?

+  Where can you see growth in your spiritual life over the last year, even if it's slow or imperfect?
What is one area you desire to see shaped by the Spirit going forward?

+ Based on the whole message, what is one step of engagement you sense God calling you to take—
world, city, home, or personal surrender? How can the group pray specifically for you as you take
that step?
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