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MESSAGE NOTES

And as He was setting out on His journey, a man ran up and knelt before Him and asked Him, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good
except God alone. You know the commandments ... And he said to Him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my 
youth.” And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” Disheartened by the saying, he 
went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. — Mark 10:17 – 22 (ESV)

Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. Your riches have rotted and 
your garments are moth-eaten. — James 5:1 – 2 (ESV)

Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against 
you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. ... You have fattened your hearts 
in a day of slaughter. — James 5:4 – 5 (ESV)

Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like 
fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. — James 5:3 (ESV)

And as He was setting out on His journey, a man ran up and knelt before Him and asked Him, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good
except God alone. — Mark 10:17 – 18 (ESV)

•	 Entrance into God’s kingdom is not about personal performance but about receiving God’s gift 
of grace

“You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ ” — Mark 10:19 (ESV)

•	 Jesus points to what really matters

And he said to Him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” — Mark 10:20 (ESV)

And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” Disheartened by the saying, he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions. — Mark 10:21 – 22 (ESV)



•	 Money is often the primary competitor with Christ for our absolute affection

Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house. And thereby put Me to the test, says 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there 
is no more need. — Malachi 3:10 (ESV)

“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the love of God. 
These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” — Luke 11:42 (ESV)

MESSAGE SUMMARY

This message contrasts James 5 with the story of the rich young ruler in Mark 10, revealing how 
wealth can easily deceive us into a false sense of security and distract us from wholehearted 
surrender to Christ. Both passages challenge believers to loosen their grip on possessions and trust 
God fully—recognizing that generosity is not about loss, but about freedom, worship, and love. True 
treasure is found not in what we keep, but in living with open hands and hearts of faith, following 
Jesus and celebrating His ultimate gift through the cross.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

•	 What’s something you once thought you couldn’t live without but later realized you didn’t need? (A 
technology, a habit, a possession, etc.)

•	 Read Together : James 5:1–6
•	 What stands out to you in James’s warning to the wealthy?

•	 Why do you think money so easily deceives us into a false sense of security?

•	 How have you seen injustice or greed harm people—in our community or in our own hearts?

•	 James says the cries of the workers reach “the Lord of hosts.” What does that tell you about God’s heart for 

the oppressed and the overlooked?

•	 Read Together : Mark 10:17–22
•	 What do you notice about the rich young ruler’s question (“What must I do…”)?

•	 How does Jesus both confront and love him at the same time?

•	 What do you think Jesus would gently point to in your life if He looked at you with the same love and said, 

“You lack one thing”?

•	 Jesus didn’t want the man’s money—He wanted his heart. What’s one area where you sense God inviting you 

to trust Him more fully?

•	 Read Together : Malachi 3:10
•	 Why do you think God invites us to “test” Him in generosity?

•	 How does giving or surrendering our resources help us experience God’s faithfulness in new ways?

•	 When we open our hands to give, we also open them to receive. Where might God be asking you to “open up” 

right now?

•	 Prayer : As you pray together, thank God for His generosity and grace. Ask for hearts that hold 
nothing back. Pray for your church family to live with open hands—trusting God to pour out when 
and where He desires.


