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MESSAGE NOTES

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 
the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. — James 5:7 – 8 (ESV)

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance. — James 1:2 – 3 (NASB)

•	 Guard Your Heart from Grumbling

Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at 
the door. — James 5:9 (ESV)

•	 Hold onto God’s Patience

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of 
the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. — James 5:7 – 8 (ESV)

For He says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is 
the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. — 2 Corinthians 6:2 (ESV)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. — 2 Peter 3:9 (ESV)

•	 Hold onto the Examples of the Prophets

As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast ... — James 5:10 – 11 (ESV)

•	 Hold on to Hope

Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and 
you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. — James 5:11 (ESV)



MESSAGE NOTES 

In this weeks message from James 5:7-11 we saw that patience isn’t passive waiting—it’s trusting 
God and enduring under pressure. Life’s delays and trials aren’t wasted; God is at work beneath the
surface—growing faith, character and hope. As we discuss in our groups, let’s think about how we can 
guard against grumbling, cultivate gratitude and hold on to God’s purpose in the waiting.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

•	 Discussion Starter : We live in a microwave world—fast food, instant downloads, same-day 
shipping. Waiting is hard! What’s the last thing you had to wait for that really tested your patience? 
How did it feel?

•	 Read James 5:7–11. What are some of your biggest takeaways from the passage this week?

•	 Read James 5:7. James tells us to be patient like the farmer waiting for the harvest. What does 
“patience” look like in your life right now? What qualities might God be building below the surface 
of your challenge?

•	 Read James 5:9. James warns against grumbling. How easy is it for us to complain during hard 
seasons? What helps you shift from grumbling to gratitude?

•	 The message compared trials to a pressure cooker or the growth of the Chinese bamboo tree. Can 
you share a time when God used pressure in your life to grow something lasting in you?

•	 James points us to Job and the prophets as examples of steadfast faith. Which biblical figure 
inspires you most in the waiting, and why?

•	 Read James 5:11. What are some lessons from the “purpose of the Lord” in the story of Job? Why 
are God’s compassion and mercy so comforting in the face of challenges that call us to develop 
patience?

•	 How can you guard your heart against grumbling this week? What practical step can you take to 
cultivate patience and hope in your current season? Take some time to pray for each other.


