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MESSAGE NOTES

* Faith moves with life fruit

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?
—James 2:14 (ESV)

* Faith moves with love

If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith and | have works.” Show me your
faith apart from your works, and | will show you my faith by my works. — James 2:15 = 18 (ESV)

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. — James 1:22 (ESV)
« Faith moves inside of grace

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith
was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected, and the Scripture was fulfilled
which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the
friend of God. — James 2:.21 — 23 (NASB1995)

He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | shall tell you.” — Genesis 22:2 (ESV)

Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering, My son.” So they went both of them
together. — Genesis 22:8 (ESV)

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act
of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered
that God was able even to raise him from the dead ... — Hebrews 11:17 — 19 (ESV)

« Faith moves out of new life

In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave
lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without deeds is dead. — James 2:25 — 26 (NIV)

But—When God our Savior revealed His kindness and love, He saved us, not because of the righteous things we
had done, but because of His mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the
Holy Spirit. — Titus 3:4 — 5 (NLT)



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Discussion Starter: Pastor Jon said, “We don’t work for our salvation, we work from our salvation.”
What does that mean, and what are some other ways of explaining this Biblical truth?

Read James 2:14. Why is James' question so important? How would you answer it?

Read James 2:15 — 18. What example does James use to show how faith moves? James was
speaking to a church scattered by persecution—why was his example so relevant? What might this
look like in our world?

Our world says, “I know something when | understand it, Google it, or ask Al about it.” James says, “/
know it when I do it.” Why is James so focused on good fruit being produced from our faith?

Read James 2:21-23 and Hebrews 11:17 — 19. What are some of the key principles from this
passage, and how do we apply them with a faith that moves us?

Read Titus 3:4-5. Some people have misunderstood the book of James and thought he was
saying we are saved by our good works. Why is that the farthest thing from the Good News?

Read James 2:17-18. What type of faith does James call “dead”? Why is it impossible to separate
faith and works, just as it is impossible to separate light from fire?

Why does Jesus tell us that even faith the size of a mustard seed can move mountains
(Luke 17:6)? Share some examples from your lives of this.

Share an area where God may want your faith to grow and begin to move as a group. Who do you
know that needs help, and how can you love them together?
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