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MESSAGE NOTES

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith
produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing. — James 1:2 — 4 (NASB1995)

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are
doing well. But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
—James 2.8 = 9 (ESV)

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your
neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord. — Leviticus 19:18 (ESV)

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?”
He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?" And he answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your
neighbor as yourself.” And He said to him, “You have answered correctly, do this, and you will live.” But he,
desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?” — Luke 10:25 — 29 (ESV)

* Love reaches by BEING available

But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion.
— Luke 10:33 (ESV)

* Love reaches by RISKING compassion

.. and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and
wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him.
— Luke 710:33 — 34 (ESV)



* Love reaches by EXTENDING generosity

And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and
whatever more you spend, | will repay you when | come back.” — Luke 10:34 — 35 (ESV)

Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?”
— Luke 10:36 (ESV)

He said, “The one who showed him mercy.." — Luke 10:37 (ESV)

Then some of the leaders in Ephraim ... confronted those who werearriving from the war. “You must not bring
those prisoners here,” they said, “or we will be quilty before the Lord. Do you intend to add to our sin and guilt?
The men designated by name took the prisoners, and from the plunder they clothed all who were naked. They
provided them with clothes and sandals, food and drink, and healing balm. All those who were weak they put
on donkeys. So they took them back to their fellow Israelites at Jericho, the City of Palms, and returned to
Samaria. — 2 Chronicles 28:12 — 15 (NIV)

MESSAGE SUMMARY

In this weeks message from James 2 and Luke 10, we saw that real faith is more than knowing about
God’s love—it's living it out. James calls this the “royal law” where we love our neighbor as ourself. We
were reminded through the story of the Good Samaritan that love reaches when others freeze, when
it's risky and when it costs us something. Most of all, the Good Samaritan points us to Jesus—the
“Ultimate Samaritan”—who made Himself available, risked everything, and extended the greatest

gift of forgiveness and new life through the cross. Our joy in trials is found in letting God’s love reach
through us, without bias, so that the world sees Christ alive in us.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Discussion Starter: Share about a time when someone unexpectedly helped you in a practical way.
How did it impact you?

Read James 2:8—9. Why does James call “love your neighbor as yourself” the “royal law™?

In Luke 10:25-37, what stands out to you in the story of the Good Samaritan? Why do you think
Jesus chose a Samaritan as the hero of the story?

How do you connect James’ message about loving without partiality with Jesus’ teaching about
being a neighbor?

Which character in the parable (the person in need, the priest, the Levite, or the Samaritan) do you
most relate to in this season of life—and why? How are we all like the person who was beaten and
unable to save themselves on the road?

How does seeing Jesus as the “Ultimate Samaritan” reshape the way we understand His love for
us—and how we are called to love others?

What barriers (fear, busyness, bias, weariness) tend to keep you from reaching out with love?

Who might God be calling you to be available to, risk compassion for, or extend generosity toward
this week?.

Read Luke 10:25-29. The expert in the law asks Jesus two important questions: What must | do to
inherit eternal life? and Who is my neighbor? Answer both questions together as a group.

How can our group encourage one another in living this out—and even in reaching out together to
someone God has brought into our lives?
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