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MESSAGE NOTES

•	  Application is everything

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. — James 1:22 (ESV)

Then He appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 
have fallen asleep. Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, He 
appeared also to me. — 1 Corinthians 15:6 – 8 (ESV)

… But knowledge puffs up while love builds up. — 1 Corinthians 8:1 (NIV)

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 
mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. — James 1:23 – 24 (ESV)

•	  Application is taking God at His Word and putting faith into action

But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they 
have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. — James 1:25 (NIV)

•	  Application brings freedom

•	 Application brings blessing 

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock.  – Matthew 7:24 (NIV)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

•	 Discussion Starter : Brainstorm all the places where we have mirrors in our lives and what their 
purpose is.

•	 Read James 1:22. What is the “deception” we are warned about? Why is understanding this so 
important for authentic faith and a powerful witness?

•	 Read James 1:22–25. Why are these verses so important to the overall message of James—
“counting it all joy” (1:2) as we face “trials” and trusting God for His “wisdom” (1:5) as we do?

•	 What are the promises of God found in James 1:25? Why are they so important in following Christ? 
Why are “looking intently” at God’s Word and “doing” such foundational parts of the promise?

•	 Read James 1:23–24. James uses the illustration of a mirror to explain what it means to follow 
His living Word in our daily walk with Christ. Why is this illustration so relevant and life-giving at 
the same time?

•	 James challenges us to be “doers” rather than only “hearers” in this passage. Where does God’s 
grace and empowerment show up in the process of application and following Christ?

•	 Read Matthew 7:24. What is the main message of Jesus in telling us to build our house on the 
rock? What does that look like in daily living?

•	 Read Hebrews 4:12 and 2 Timothy 3:16–17. What do these verses tell us about the Word of God?

•	 What has God been speaking to you about through His Word recently, and what is a faith step you 
can take in following Him in it? Share and pray for each other.


