WHATISIT?
James 1:1 — 12
August 10, 2025

Jon Field, Lead Pastor

MESSAGE NOTES

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.
—James 1:1 (ESV)

Four Powerful Words Worth Greeting People With:

« Joy
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, ... —James 1:2 (ESV)

... for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect,
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. — James 1:3 — 4 (ESV)

Joy — A JOY that turns trials into the treasure of His strength

+ WISDOM

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given
him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven
and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord, he is a
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. — James 1:5 — 8 (ESV)

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits,
impartial and sincere. — James 3:17(ESV)

Wisdom — A WISDOM that grows a heart tuned to God's counsel



¢ HUMILITY

Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he
will pass away. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty
perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. —James 1.9 — 11 (ESV)

Humility — A HUMILITY that leads us into dependence and the highest praise

« CROWN

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown
of life, which God has promised to those who love Him. — James 1:12 (ESV)

Crown — A CROWN that lifts our eyes to His glory on the journey



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Discussion Starter: James was the half-brother of Jesus. What do you think it would have been
like to grow up with Jesus as part of your family?

Read 1 Corinthians 15:6 — 7. James believed in Christ not before the cross but after the
resurrection. He went on to have a prominent role in the early church and even died for his faith.
Why does his life story give him a unique perspective as one of the human authors of Scripture?

Read James 1:1. James is writing to a “scattered” and persecuted people. Why was his message
so important for the early church, and why is it so important today?

Read James 1:2—4. What is “it”in verse 2 (“count it all joy”)? Why is the joy of God such a
transforming strength in the face of trials?

Where in life are you facing a challenge, and how does the message of James speak to your
situation?

Read James 1:5—7 and James 3:17. What promise does God give us in these verses about
wisdom? Why is God's wisdom so life-giving in the face of any obstacle—even persecution?

Read James 1:9-12. James talks about riches that do not last and a crown that lasts forever,
sealed in God's love for us. Why is this “crown” such a powerful word of encouragement in the face
of trials?

James'’ original audience was the persecuted church. How can we pray for the persecuted church
around the world?

James gives us four powerful words in the opening of his letter to the churches scattered through
persecution: joy, wisdom, humility, and crown. Which word do you need spoken into and over your
life from God right now? Share your answer and pray for the person on your left.?
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