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MESSAGE NOTES

For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his 
fathers ...  — Acts 13:36 (ESV)

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, 
as I was in Susa the citadel, that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked 
them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said 
to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of 
Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.”  — Nehemiah 1:1 – 3 (ESV)

Ways to Step Out as World Changers: 

•	 Step out with holy discontent

And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and 
shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” As soon as I heard these 
words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God of 
heaven.  — Nehemiah 1:3 – 4 (ESV)

•	  Step out with holy prayer

And I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with 
those who love Him and keep His commandments, let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, to hear 
the prayer of Your servant that I now pray before You day and night for the people of Israel Your servants, 
confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against You. Even I and my father’s house 
have sinned.  — Nehemiah 1:5 – 6 (ESV)

•	  Step out with holy nerve

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up the wine 
and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, 
seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much afraid.  — Nehemiah 
2:1 – 2 (ESV)



And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the 
heart.” Then I was very much afraid. I said to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers’ graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” Then 
the king said to me, “What are you requesting?” So I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said to the king, “If it 
pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my 
fathers’ graves, that I may rebuild it.” ... So it pleased the king to send me ... And I said to the king, “If it pleases 
the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may let me pass 
through until I come to Judah, and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber 
to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I 
shall occupy ...”  — Nehemiah 2:2 – 8 (ESV)

 ... And because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the king granted my requests.  
— Nehemiah 2:8b (NIV)

•	  Step out with a holy confidence
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

•	 Discussion Starter : As a group, summarize the situation Nehemiah finds himself in when he first 
hears about the destruction of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1:1 – 3). Then summarize the main events of 
the story from beginning to end.

•	 Define what “holy discontent” looked like for Nehemiah and what it might look like for us as 
followers of Christ.

•	 Why is prayer such a natural response to moments of holy discontent? How was prayer an 
important part of how God used Nehemiah? (Nehemiah 1:5 – 6)

•	 Read Nehemiah 2:1 – 2. How did Nehemiah step out with holy nerve when he answered the king’s 
question? What other ways might he have responded, and what gave him the courage to present 
his ideas to the king?

•	 Read Nehemiah 2:6 – 8. Why was Nehemiah’s request to the king so bold? Where in your life have 
you recently felt God leading you to step out in faith?

•	 God loves using ordinary people every day for extraordinary purposes in His name. What are some 
ways God has shown you this truth? Who is someone God has used in your life in this way?

•	 Read Nehemiah 2:4. Why does Nehemiah pray in the middle of answering the king’s question?

•	 How do we overcome the fear of failure when God directs our hearts to follow Him in obedience?

•	 In the message, we talked about holy discontent, holy prayer, holy nerve, and holy confidence in 
the life of Nehemiah. As you look at your life, which one of those areas speaks to you most—and 
why?

•	 Stepping out with holy confidence when we follow God’s leading doesn’t mean we know what will 
happen—it means we trust that we’re faithfully following Him. What is an area in your life where 
God is calling you to step out for Him?


